Mathematics 3820H — Mathematics from medieval to modern times
TRENT UNIVERSITY, Fall 2014

Assignment #6
Due on Wednesday, 3 December, 2014.

Read pp. 54-70 & 144-157 of [1] and then answer one (1) of 1 or 2:

1. Summarize Euler’s argument for the existence of irrational square roots in Part I,
Section I, Chapter XII (p. 54 on) and assess to what extent it is rigourous. [10]

2. Describe the method given by Euler in Part I, Section II, Chapter IX (p. 155 on) for
computing cube roots in modern terms, and use it to find the cube root of 19683. [10]
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