
Mathematics 3820H – Mathematics from medieval to modern times
Trent University, Fall 2012

Assignment #7
Due on Tuesday, 6 November, 2012.

Read [1] – keeping in mind that the author had an interest in the matter – and what
the text has to say about the priority dispute between Newton and Leibniz, and then hunt
down what additional information about it that you can, preferably as close to the original
sources as you can find. Then answer the following:

1. Who invented calculus? Support your conclusion(s) with the best evidence you can
find and make sure to consider reasonable alternative hypotheses and the evidence for
and against these. [10]
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The Arithmetic Of Co-operation

When you’re adding up committees
there’s a simple rule of thumb:
that talents make a difference,
but follies make a sum.

Piet Hein


